Book Reviews 387 fairly uniformly in 23 cases, there seemed a much greater change in the adrenaline levels compared with noradrenaline after removal of the tumour. Most of these tumours secrete more noradrenaline than adrenaline, as has been shown by many workers. The weakest point perhaps of the Weil-Malherbe and Bone method is this discrimination between adrenaline and noradrenaline. Used as a total fluorescence technique, it makes a useful screening test, like that previously used by Goldenberg.
The Process of Ageing in the Nervous System.
Edited by James E. Birren, Ph.D., Henry A. Imus, Ph.D., and William F. Windle, Ph.D., Sc.D. (Pp. xii+224;  illustrated. 52s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959 . In the last decade the medical reader has been bombarded with the proceedings of symposia and colloquia. They serve a useful purpose and are particularly valuable on account of the faithful reporting of the spontaneous discussions which follow the papers. Irrespective of their sponsorship (whether by the National Institutes of Health, CIBA or CIOMS) these symposia now have a common pattern and a happy informality which makes the reader feel that he is one of the group and how often does he wish he could interpolate a sentence in these discussions! Some of them suffer from being too general and too full so that there is no time for an exciting theme to be debated to the limits of knowledge. But planning on a wide front is sometimes purposely designed to bring together persons of different disciplines whose work is attuned to the same end. For this reason the contributions may bear little relation to each other. A reader of symposia proceedings must inevitably conclude that more useful results would be achieved if the conferees were privileged to know each other and their problems before meeting.
The present Bethesda symposium, attended by 32 experts in January 1957, suffers from having been too diffuse and the time devoted to it too short. In two days the subjects debated ranged from factual evidence of the ageing process to the neuropathology of Alzheimer's disease, from electron microscopy to histochemistry and from the thalamus to the posterior root ganglia. Nevertheless there is much of interest in this monograph which, apart from four round (Commonwealth Fund) . London: Oxford University Press. 1959. This is the last of a series of four volumes on chronic illness in the U.S.A. The three previous books were on chronic illness in a large city, on the care of long-term illness and on prevention of chronic illness.
A report is presented of an intensive survey carried out at the Hunterdon Medical Centre in rural New Jersey by the Commission on Chronic Illness. The aims were to work out methods to estimate the prevalence of chronic illness and the extent of disability in this rural community.
The methods used included personal questionnaires, family interviews, information from local family doctors, clinical examination of a sample and multiple screening tests.
The results obtained cast serious doubts on previous studies, and also demonstrate the deficiencies in the existing medical and social services. It was considered that one-third of all chronic and disabling illnesses seen were preventable and that two-thirds of the patients were receiving unsatisfactory or inadequate care.
Being a report of a large community survey the text is rather overfilled with facts, figures and tables, but there is a most excellent first chapter that presents the "highlights" in a readable and concise form in a little over 35 pages, and having read this one can then pick out the subjects that one is interested in from the text. Naturally these are the findings of an American investigation; it would be very interesting to try and compare the situation as it exists in Great Britain under the National Health Service. Paediatric Neurosurgery. Edited by Ira J. Jackson, M.D., M.Sc., F.A.C.S., F.A.C.A. and Raymond K. Thompson, M.D., F.A.C.S. (Pp. xvi +564; illustrated. £6 5s.) Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959. The authors have set out to provide a textbook covering all aspects of pediatric neurosurgery and certainly the general form of the work is satisfactory. In their desire to be comprehensive, chapters on the surgical treatment of epilepsy and leucotomy have been included somewhat unnecessarily, for the former is more than adequately covered in the writings of Penfield whilst leucotomy has been shown to be of no value in children. The section on brain tumours is well arranged, highly informative but poorly illustrated so far as radiographs are concerned and
